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1 . IN PAST SEVERAL DAYS WE HAVE HAD OPPORTUNITY TO TALK 
WITH THE VICE CHANCELLOR OP DACCA UNIVERSITY, A DEAN PROM 
JAHANGIRNAGAR UNIVERSITY, THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OP 
NATIONAL SECURITY INTELLIGENCE AND OTHERS ON THE SITUATION 
IN THE UNIVERSITIES. JAHANGIRNAGAR UNIVERSITY IS THE 

ONLY CAMPUS IN BANGLADESH NOW OPERATING PULLY. 

2. IN SUM, THESE OBSERVERS AGREED THAT THE 

INCIDENT INVOLVING THE WOMEN AT ROKEYA HALL AT DACCA 
UNIVERSITY WAS PERIPHERAL TO THE MAIN STRUGGLE ON THE 
CAMPUS AND WAS SIEZED BY THE CONTESTANTS FOR THE 
STUDENTS' LOYALTY AS AN ISSUE ON WHICH TO JOIN BATTLE. 
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WHILE THE MAJORITY OF THE STUDENTS ON ALL CAMPUSES ARE 
APOLITICAL AND WISH TO GET ON WITH THE JOB OP EARNING DEGREES, 

IT TAKES ONLY A SMALL NUMBER TO DISRUPT THE INSTITUTIONS 
TO THE EXTENT THAT CLOSURE APPEARS TO BE AUTHROITIES TO 
BE THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE. 

3. AT DACCA (AND ELSEWHERE) THE TWO PRINCIPAL STUDENT 
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POLITICAL GROUPS ARE THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH THE JSD 
AND THE AW AMI LEAGUE ( "MUJIBBADIS'). ALTHOUGH THE 
LATTER GROUP IS PARTIALLY FACTION ALI7, ED AS IS THE 
PARENT PARTY, THE BULK OF THE STUDENTS FOLLOW THE MORE 
RADICAL WING LED BY ZOHRA TAJUDDIN AND ABDUL RAZZAK. 

IN THE ERACAS LAST WEEK IT WAS CLEAR THAT THE TWO GROUPS 
HAD OBTAINED ARMS AND SEVERAL WEREKILLED OR INJURED AS 
A RESULT. THIS LED TO THE INTERVENTION OF THE POLICE AND 
THE VENTUAL SHUT DOWN OF THE UNIVERSITY. OUR SOURCES 
INDICATE THAT THE AWAMI LEAGUE GROUP WISHES TO AVOID 
ELECTIONS FOR STUDENT GOVERNMENT POSITIONS WHILE 
THE JSD, WHICH APPEARS TO BE THE ONE WITH THE STRONGER 
NUMBERICAL EOLLOWING, WISHES TO HAVE THEM HELD SOON. 

THE AWAMI LEAGUE GROUP, SUPPORTED, WE ARE TOLD BY SOME SOURCES, 
BY THE VICE CHANCELLOR, HAS SUCCESSFULLY AVOIDED FACING 
THE ELECTORATE BY THE VICE CHANCELLOR'S ACTION IN CLOSING 
THE UNIVERSITY. 

4. THE CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY, PRESIDENT ZIA, WENT 
ALONG WITH THE CLOSURE AND HE WISHES NO STUDENT DISRUPTION 
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION PROCESS NOW UNDERWAY. THE 
RESIDENCE HALLS ARE NOW EMPTY AND SOME, AT LEAST, OE THE 
STUDENTS HAVE DISPERSED TO RURAL OR SMALL TOWN HOMES. 

THE PROBLEM OF WEAPONS REMAINS AND IT APPEARS THAT IT 
IS LIKELY THAT THE POLICE WILL SWEEP THE HALLS WHEN 
THE STUDENTS RETURN IN JULY (IF THEN). THIS WILL 
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VIOLATE THE SANCTITY OF THE UNIVERSITY PREMISES, BUT, 

AS THE DG, NSI, PUT IT, THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT TOFF, RATE 
WEAPONS BEING HELD ON THE CAMPUS, REGARDLESS OF 
HISTORICAL PRACTICES ON NEAR EXTRA-TERRITORIALITY OE 
THE UNIVERSITIES. 
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